2025 ANNUAL REPORT

Bridge of Flowers
Shelburne Falls, Massachusetts

2025 was a year of renewal and celebration as
the Bridge of Flowers reopened following major
structural repairs.

The formal reopening took place in mid-July instead of
the usual April 1 date to accommodate final touches
to the project. Despite the three-month delay, 25,000
visitors signed the guest book and walked through
the Bridge's new gates and onto its refurbished path.

The closure had been hard on everyone. Still, it was
uplifting to watch the cracked and greying exterior

on the arches give way to a gleaming white surface.
Equally gratifying was the spirit of generosity evident
among all who worked on this major restoration, from
engineers and contractors to the many volunteers,
including our Blossom Brigade, who cheerfully pitched
in early in June to return to the Bridge hundreds of
plantings they had previously moved offsite.

It did indeed “take a village” to make all this happen—
as well as the inspiring leadership of Head Gardener
Carol DeLorenzo and Assistant Gardener Elliston
Bingham, whose accomplishments were recognized
with an “Unsung Heroes” award from the Franklin
County Chamber of Commerce.

The Bridge of Flowers Committee also played a
central role in the project’s success, consulting with
engineers and contractors and making decisions
about the many new or improved features added

to the Bridge: safety railings; a beautiful wrought
iron memorial stand and arbor fashioned by Morrell
Metalsmiths; additional “bump out” areas on the
path to provide greater access to the view and more
turnaround space for wheelchairs; and a lovely stone
rose compass designed and crafted by Justin Bardwell
of CountryScape to delineate the mid-river border
between the towns of Shelburne and Buckland.

“Now, couples who get married on the Bridge will
know which town they were married in!” said
Shelburne Town Clerk Joe Judd.

While juggling all these moving parts, the Committee
also managed to hold several vital fundraising
events, including the popular Bridge of Flowers
Plant Sale in May. Although this year's sale was a
scaled-back version, it “came off without a hitch,”
according to Committee Chair Annette Szpila, and
drew a sellout crowd despite inclement weather.

In August, an estimated 500 art enthusiasts turned
out for the third annual Bridge of Flowers Art Exhibit
and Sale, which featured 200 works by 70 local

and regional artists, including paintings, drawings,
photographs, and mixed media pieces. Artists
generously donated a sizeable portion of their
proceeds to the Bridge. Due to the strong showing,
a fourth exhibit is being planned for August 2026.

The new Bridge of Flowers T-shirts are proving
popular among Bridge fans, as evidenced by brisk
sales. T-shirts are available for purchase on the
Bridge's website: www.bridgeofflowersmass.org.

“All of these fundraising efforts,” Szpila said, “led

by the extraordinary generosity of our Friends and
other donors, make it possible for us to sustain the
Bridge as one of the most cherished and most visited
sites in New England.”

This year, the Committee also joined in celebrating
the 100th anniversary of the Shelburne Falls Area
Women's Club, which established the flowering
bridge in 1929.

On a brilliant August day, villagers from both sides
of the river gathered at the Bridge to recognize its
reopening with a formal ribbon-cutting ceremony.
They were joined by local and state officials as well
as representatives from the engineering firm Tighe
& Bond and contractor Northern Construction.
Speakers thanked the Massachusetts Executive
Office of Economic Development for funding the
restoration and hailed the spirit of partnership that
had characterized the entire process.

In late December, a garland of tiny white lights
encircling the Bridge's new lampposts and railings
celebrated the onset of the holiday season and work

well done in 2025.
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SAVE THE DATES

Bridge of Flowers
Plant Sale, 2026

Saturday, May 9
9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Corner of
Main and Water Streets
Shelburne Falls, MA

Art Show & Sale Bridge of Flowers
Committee 2025

The date will be announced
soon—watch our website

. ; } Annette Szpila Chair
and social media for details.
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Bridge of Flowers
P.O. Box 335, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 bridgeof flowersmass.org
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